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Poems of Controversy About Musa Ibn Maymun and His Philosophical Views
"A Critical- Analytical Study"

Mostafa Mostafa Abo Etman Ragab

Department of Hebrew Language and Literature, Faculty of Languages and

Translation, Al Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt.
Email: mostafaRagab.e20@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract: The character of Musa Ibn Maymun and his philosophical opinion, especially
those upheld in histwo works "The Guide for the Perplexed" and "Deuteronomy of Torah",
have provoked many controversies within the eastern and western Jewish communities all
the same. Consequently, the Jews were divided into proponents and opponents; some
advocated Ibn Maymun that they would elevate himto the rank of angels and prophets;
while some others view his opinions as sheer misguidance and aberrance. Every side,
vehemently, tried to refute others' argumentations. Poetry was one the available means of
each side. This study seeks to shed light on the nature of these poems and the themes every
side sought to handle. The proponents merely eulogized Ibn Maymun and spoke ill of his
antagonists giving no heed to serious issues; while the opponents aroused numerous
suspicious issues -they thought- such as his opinions concerning divine corporeality,
resurrection, believing in Prophetic miracles and other issues through which Ibn Maymun
contradicted the Jewish heritage influenced by the modern schools of philosophy that was
dominating at his time, and which he tried to reconcile with what he was acquainted with in
the Jewish heritage.

Keywords: Medieval Hebrew literature, Maimonides, polemic poetry, Andalusia, Jewish
philosophy.
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(1) yelling, David and Abrahams, Israel: Maimonides, Varda Books, 2002, p.p. 1 _ 95.

(2) Herbert A. Davidson, Moses Maimonides The Man and His Works, Oxford University Press,
2005, P.P. 3 _75.
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see: Sirat, Colette: A History of Jewish Philosophy in the Middle Ages, Cambridge

University Press, 1990, pp. 207-208.
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