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Internet Memes in Iranian Social Media: An Approach in Light of
Conceptual blending

Abstract:

In light of the unprecedented digital information revolution that our world is
witnessing today, which has necessarily been followed by the emergence of new fields and
cognitive studies, most notably studies related to point of view, or taking a position that
deals with the ability of humans to shift between points of view, along with a group of
semiotic and contextual phenomena represented in common speech gestures, text
interpretation, language acquisition, imaginary movement, and simulation exercises; the
idea of addressing Internet memes, or memes in Persian social media, came as one of the
linguistic phenomena that are spreading today in social media within Iranian society, and
are widely exchanged among its members. In addition to the fact that this phenomenon is a
linguistic communicative material that appears on the surface to be a source of humor and
sarcasm, after it has invaded the worlds of politics, economics, and others, it has been able
to occupy a linguistic and cognitive position that plays a significant role in formulating new
conceptual frameworks specific to the youth and young people; attracting them to express
their Viewpoint. These conceptual frameworks represent the reconstruction of ideas,
emotions and stereotypes by harnessing diverse discursive, textual, metaphorical and
contextual spaces. The theoretical framework of this study is based on two cognitive
hypotheses, one of which is the construction rules hypothesis launched by the American
cognitive linguist George Lakoff in the 1980s when he said: “The meaning of the whole
was not a function of the meanings of the parts, and that grammatical properties stem from
the pragmatic meaning of linguistic structures.” This framework also benefits from the
theory of conceptual integration, or conceptual blending, developed by the Frenchman
Gilles Fauconnier and the American Mark Turner, who said: “Elements and vital
relationships from diverse scenarios are blended in an unconscious process that is assumed
to be ubiquitous in everyday thought and language.” This applies to the phenomenon of
memes, which represent a fertile environment for the cultural transmission of ideas. The
essence of this study is represented in the concept of the space of the discourse point of
view that appears in every meme, highlighting the importance of creating the structure and
its conceptual framework. After monitoring some of these memes, analyzing their content,
and revealing their implications, the study concluded that the visual component is the main
motive for shaping the content, while the adverbial, causal, and conditional sentences that
are presented through direct, imaginative speech play constructive roles. As for the spaces
allocated for constructing phrases and images, they are derived from common cultural
backgrounds between the sender and the receiver, so that these backgrounds play a decisive
role in shaping the meaning; including ideas, emotions, and stereotypes, whether rhetorical,
textual, or metaphorical.

Keywords: Internet Cognitive semantics, Persian memes, conceptual blending,
Multimodal, discourse point of view
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